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R E M A R K 8 on the Tenth Article K the Preli- 


minaries, relative to the Eaft-India Company. 


— 


T is with the utmoſt Concern I have bv Ub the general Diſlike 


expreſſed againſt the Preliminary Articles of Peace, has hitherto carried 55 4 3 


with it the Appearance of Party Clamour, more than of cool and conſi- 

derate Reaſoning, which however, may be accounted for, like the Effects 
of violent Paſſions | in private Perſons, who, unger the Sufferings of any enor- 
mous Indignity, are not ſufficiently Maſters _ of themſelves, to do their Cauſe 
that Juſtice it deſerves, till the firſt ſtinging 1 preſſion is overcome. 

I will flatter myſelf, that ſuch is now the Situation of the Minds of the 
Pablick ; and therefore I will venture to give them my Sentiments in 
plain Language, without Invective or Artifice, upon the roth Article of the 
Preliminaries relative to the Ea/jt-India Company. I ſhall be ſatisfied, if 
what I may fay ſhall induce others more able, to appear in Defence of this 
much | injured Set of Men, or to give their Senſe upon any other Article 
of the Preliminaries, which may appear as defective, and injurious to the 
Nation, as I ſhall endeavour to prove that Article to be, which I have choſen, 
for the Subject of this Paper. | 

It is indifferent to me where the Cenſure may fall, whether on the Di- 
reQors of the Eaft-India Company, or on the Miniſtry : In the firſt Caſe, 
the Proprietors will doubtleſs ſhew their Diſapprobation of ſuch Directors; 
in the latter, while the Conſtitution of this Country remains intire, it 
is to be hoped the greateſt Subject will not be ſcreened from publick 
Juſtice. Certain it is, that ſomebody ought to anſwer to the Publick 
for the apparent Neglect and Contempt, I may ſay Sacrifice, of a Branch 
of Commerce as important and valuable, as any other whatſoever, to theſe 
Kingdoms. 

It is neceſſary to premiſe, that the En 911 and French Eaft-India Com- 
panies have waged War againſt each "Haas during eighteen Years, with the 
Intermiſſion of a few Months only in 1749. And that the French Company 
have been conſtantly ſupported and affiſted by the Government of France 
with Fleets and Armies, whilſt the Engh/þ Company have been obliged to 
carry on their military Operations almoſt entirely at their own Expence, 
during the greateſt Part of this long Period. | 

It would be impolitick to ſtate truly to the Publick, how much the Ex- 
pences of this long and bloody War, have exceeded the Advantages the India 
Company have reaped from their Succeſs in it, which could have no other 
ſolid Object, than the ſecuring to themſelves a permanent Superiority in 
Trade over their inveterate Rivals the French : at the ſame Time it is ap- 
parent, from the immenſe Fortunes brought over here by many private Per- 


that the national Benefits reſulting from the War in India, exceed. a 
he World, and in point of real - = 


| greatly the, national Expence i in that Part of t 

to our Conqueſts in any the have 
driven from every Settlement and Acquifttic they had made from pe 
Comorin' to the Source of the Ganges, yet is Aha the only Quarter of the 
Globe which, by theſe Preliminaries, contributes no Monument of the Supe- 


nies Tha > French ha 


riority of the Britiſh Arms: the French are reſtored to their full Competi« | 2 J 


tion of Trade, and Competition of Favour with the Country Powers, who 5” 
it is evident beer prevailed, or been ſubdued, W to the Superiority of 1 
their European Auxiliaries. = 6 . i 

But, in order to demonſtrate . abſurdity and Miſchief” of this Article _ 
in a more ſtriking manner, than J have ſeen it hitherto repreſented,” it is 1 
neceſſary to compare it with the 3d Article of the Treaty concluded in 1 8 -. 
between the India Company and the preſent Viceroy: of Bengal, Meer Jae; 1 
and with the 2d Article of the Treaty concluded in 17 59, with Selabatzing* 
| the pete: Souba or Viceroy of the Deckan, under whom 8 220 5 _ 
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Engliſb Eaft-India C 


1 


bp him 4 ppointed, ahe Nabob of Arcot, or the c which includes 
the greateſt Part of tho Countries on the Coaſt of Coromandel. „ 


F or this Purpoſe I ſhall inſert here theſe three ſeveral Articles at length, 
Third Ariide i in the Treaty 17 57. | 


All the Effects and Factories belonging to the French in the Provinces 


of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, ſhall remain in the Poſſeſſion of the Engl. 2. 
nor will I ever allow them to ſettle any more in the three Provinces, 


Second Artigle in the Treaty 17 59. 


Selabatning will oblige the French Troops v which are in jj Cor mene ; 
Eo vac gs 2 


paſs the River Ganges within fifteen Days, or ſend them to 


to any other Place out of Dean Country, on the other ſide of the River 
FKiſina. In future, he will not ſuffer them to have a Settlement in this 
Country, on any Account whatſoever, nor keep them in his Service, nor aſ- 


fiſt them, nor call them to his Aſſiſtance. 
Tenth Article of the Preliminazies of 1762, 


In che Eaft-Indies, Great Britain ſhall reſtore to France the — 
Comptoirs which that Crown had, on the Coaſt of Coromandel, as well as 
on that of Malabar, and alſo in Bengal, at the Commencement of Hoſtili- 


ties between the two Companies in the Year 1749, in the Condition in 
which they now are, on Condition that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty renounces 
the Acquiſitions which he has made on the Coaſt of Coromandel ſince - the 


| faid Commencement of Hoſtilities between the two Companies in the Year _ 


1749. His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, on his Side, ſhall reſtore all that he 
ſhall have conquered in the Eaſl-Inaies from Great Britain during the 


Preſent War; and, he alſo engages, not to erect any Fortifications, or keep 
| any Froops in Bengal. 3 FZ 
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The glaring Contradiction between this laſt Article a PE two Si 


is a Demonſtration that whoever framed it muſt have been totally ignorant 


of the State of the Eng/i/þ Company's Affairs in the Eaft-Indies, or have had 


ſome very perſuaſive goes irreſiſtible Motive to neglect them; for nothing 
can be more ridiculous than the ſuppoſititious Reſtitutions from the French to 


the Engliſh Company, as it is notorious the French during the War con- 


quered only the Engliſh Infant Settlement of Fort Marlborough, and ſome 


other unfortified Places on the Coaſt of Sumatra, which they gave op to the 


Dutch, and have not now in their Power to reftore. 


If the French Company are to be reſtored to the State they were in at 
the Commencement of Hoſtilities in 1749, then thoſe very Territories and 


Acquiſitions will be reſtored to them, which were the ſole Cauſe of thoſe 
Hoſtilities, the French having, in the Courſe of the Year 1749, obtained 


ſuch extenſive Grants from the.Country Powers, as endangered, and would 
have expoſed to inevitable a Yip the Settlements and me! 5 th mm 


la be altered! 1 the Kelle le 2. * 


ompany. 

But ſuppoſe this Period 
are to recover ſhould be properh 
duction in any degree on the 


citeninferibed and limited, {till their Intro- 


nent Great Britain has made to reinſtate the Reuel, 


a moſt dangerous Dilemma. 
If the Indian Powers refuſe to pu the French again into their Territo- 


ries, Great Britain in Violation of theſe Treaties muſt by Force compel them, 
In order to comply with the preliminary A or this Article. with FO 


muſt be * * 


: of Coromandel, or in Bengal, is expreſly 
contrary to the two Articles 'above-mentioned, quoted from Treaties at this 

Time fubſiſting between the Eaſ- India Company and the Sovereigns ©, thoſe. 

Countries, by which the French are for ever precluded from ö 


there, and the Bngag 
without conſulting thoſe Powers, n the Engl ſb Eaft- India Company into 


. ogy ti aro 
* 
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On the other Hand, if we ſhould be able peaceably to obtain the Re. bo 
eſtabliſhment of the French, how meanly muſt this Condeſcenſion on our Part 2 
appear in the Sight of the Indian Powers? muſt it not neceſſarily diminiſh _ 1 
our Influence and Intereſt with them, and conſequently raiſe and fix the = 
Reputation of the French, who notwithſtanding their total Expulſion from = 
the Country, will be found to give Law to their Conquerors, and upon that 

Principle will be conſidered and treated as the moſt powerful and reſpectable 
Nation. 

Whoever has attended to the Circumſtanrs of the War in the Eaſt- Indies, 

muſt have diſcovered how eaſy it will be forſ the euch, to bring the Eugiih « 
Company ot more to the Brink of, Ruin, 'by fomenting freſh Quarrels be- 

tween the Country Powers. The Engagement the French King is. under, 

not to fortify or keep Troops in Bengal only, will not be urged ſurely as a 
ſafficient Security againſt their treacherous and ambitious Views, ſince their 

good Faith has at no Time extended beards their Convenience ; and upon 

the Coaſt of Coromandel they are avowedly under no Reſtrictions at all. 

The Motives to the French to begin new Diſturbances in that Part of the 
World are too obvious. —The Diſtreſſes of this Country, one of the ſpecious 
Pleas thrown out for the making this inadequate Peace, will eaſily induce 
them to believe that our Government will not be very ready to afford the 
Eaſt-India Company any Aſſiſtance, and thoſe who could make ſuch a Peace, 
will doubtleſs be cautious of doing any Thing that may draw on a new War, 

which muſt nevertheleſs be the certain Conſequence of thoſe Diſturbances, 
and will confirm the general prevailing Opinion, that the Peace itſelf will 
prove nothing more than a Truce for our Enemies to take breath in. 
The firſt Spark of War will in all Probability be kindled in A/a, and con- 
ſame all the reaſonable Expectations the Eaſt- Jadia Company had formed to 
themſelves, from our National Superiority, not only there, but in every other a Rl 
Quarter of the Globe, of retrieving their Affairs by a permanent, extenſive, 
and unrivaled Commerce. 

E will flatter myſelf that J have given the Publick the cleareſt Evidence of 
the Precipitation and Inconſiderateneſs, with which the Preliminary Articles 
of Peace were ' hurried on; that the toth Article is derogatory to our Na- 
tional Honour, by violating thoſe Treaties now ſubſiſting with the Indian 
Powers, and that it leaves our Eaſt-India Trade in the moſt precarious Situa- 
tion, by expoſing it in every Part to the Cotnpetition of the French, and to 
their Intrigues with the Country Powers, while it lefſens the Intereſt and 
Influence of the Eng/i/h Eaft-India Company. . 

Is it poſſible to imagine the Directors of the Eaft-India Compeny ſo 1 ieno- 
rant of their own Affairs, or ſo ſtupidly indifferent about their Intereſt and "Mi 
Reputation, as to have drawn up, an Article of this kind, and implored the _— 
Aſſiſtance of Adminiſtration for its Execution. Vet this is the Charge againſt 2 
them in all publick Places, nay, in every publick News Paper. I own I 
cannot conceal my Surpriſe. at not ſeeing this Accuſation as publickly con- 
ttradicted, and ſome effectual Method taken of candidly laying before their 
Conſtituents, with whoſe. Property they are æntruſted, the Meang uſed to 
delude them into the Acceptance of Auch n and unjuſtifia le Condi= 
tions. | 
If ſome ſuch Steps are not ſpeedily taken, 1 doubt not but the Propebivars will 

join in diſcarding ſuch unworthy Truſtees, -and-make choice of others whoſe . 

Circumſtances. put them above all Influence, ho have diſtinguiſhed them- 

ſelves in their Service, and whoſe Knowledge of the Affairs of India, and the 

Diſpoſition and Policy of the Powers there, will enable them to take the 

proper preventive Meaſures againſt the Dangers which now threaten the Engliſh 

_ 1 N on all — t 


A Proprietor, 
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